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1. (S) I concur vrith embassy view contained In ref A 

as to seriousness of c:a: ; .euvors at this stage and their proposed 

raethod of handling the matter but would suggest tfcat any 

reply bo oast in such fashion as to reflect rationale developed 

in ref B. 

2. (S) Whatever the ultimate objective of the Soviets 
in suddenly attempting to use the CINC-TO-CINC channel for 
protests, thora appears to be general agreement that it is 
related to downgrading the cocirumdants with a view to support- 
ing a contention 'nhat our Berlin garrison lias a purely military 
role outside of the quardripartite agrecnents and therefore 
that no basis oxi3ts for continued allied presence in the eity. 
However, as was pointed out in ref B, tho Soviets may be search- 
ing for a means not ori.ty: to downgrade the commandants but also . 

to terminate the C r .flCS' relationships in order to have a basis 
for referring problems to General Norstad, or, alternatively, 
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to terminate the last hi C h level military channel stem* 3 
ftron quadripartite agreement. Yakubovskey is presumed to ° 
know full well that I have no authority to deal with political 
matters and do not command US Air Forces. Therefore, he may 
well have selected protects concerning air incidents with 
political implications ar. a move to ferret out ay adnissi.-.n 
of lack of suoh authority, if ;, G ia succe ssful in this 
objective, his response -i G 1;- .;,n be that, if the com- vmdants 
play only a military role and I have no political authority 
in Berlin matters, the channel of negotiating should be raised 
to Oeneral Korstad's level, or that the Clues' relationship 
should be discontinued sii.ee it serves no purpose-. In tho 
first instance, placinc the channel at General t.'orstad's level 
could lead to the association of Berlin fjarricons with iJATO 
and consequently support demands for withdrawal or our forces. 
In the second, action could lead to a demand to withdraw t ir 
liaison mission, thus furtbsr ie Latins Derlin by leaving only 
the governmental level or DASC, v-ith its limited terms of 
reference, for discussion of even day to day problems. Such 
actions could be accompanied or followed by Soviet withdrt ;ai 
from DASC. 

3. (S) I believe we cur.-. Cully examine tho hypothesis 
that the Soviets may be attemptinc to sever rather than establish 
the CINC to CINC channel and that ;;o must be prepared to react to 
an eventuality similar to that outlined above. This requires 
early determination as to what purpose the CHICS' relationship 
night serve to include what subjects, if any, would be suitable 
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for discussions, and, if subjects which pertain to the commandants 
political role are to be 30 discussed, under what authorization 
such discussion would be eonduoted. I also feel that nothing Is 
to be gained by pronpt response to CHIC GSPO current protest 
and that delay in development of this situation is to our advantage 
until such tine as determination has been nade on the matters 
raised above and in rof A. SCP-4. 
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